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1.Early life:

• Keshav Gangadhar Tilak was born on 23 July 1856 in an Indian Marathi Hindu Chitpavan Brahmin family in Ratnagiri, the headquarters of 
the Ratnagiri district of present-day Maharashtra (then Bombay Presidency)

• His ancestral village was Chikhali.
• His father, Gangadhar Tilak was a school teacher and a Sanskrit scholar 
• who died when Tilak was sixteen. 
• In 1871 Tilak was married to Tapibai (Née Bal) when he was sixteen, a few months before his father's death. 
• After graduating, Tilak started teaching mathematics at a private school in Pune.
• Tilak was one of the first and strongest advocates of Swaraj ("self-rule") and a strong radical in Indian consciousness. 
• He is known for his quote in Marathi "Swarajya is my birthright and I shall have it!". 
• He formed a close alliance with many Indian National Congress leaders including Bipin Chandra Pal, Lala Lajpat Rai, Aurobindo Ghose, V. O. 
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2.Political career:

• Tilak had a long political career agitating for Indian autonomy from the British rule.
• Before Gandhi, he was the most widely known Indian political leader. 
• Tilak was the first leader of the Indian Independence Movement.
• The British colonial authorities called him "The father of the Indian unrest." He was also conferred with the title of "Lokmanya", which means 

"accepted by the people (as their leader)".
• Tilak was considered a radical N gAt one stage in his political life he was called "the father of Indian unrest" by British author Sir Valentine Chirol  
• Indian National Congress

• Tilak joined the Indian National Congress in 1890.
• He opposed its moderate attitude, especially towards the fight for self-government.
• He was one of the most-eminent radicals at the time.
• In fact, it was the Swadeshi movement of 1905–1907 that resulted in the split within the Indian National Congress into the Moderates and the 

Extremists.
• During late 1896, a bubonic plague spread from Bombay to Pune, and by January 1897, it reached epidemic proportions
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3.Religious-political views:

• Tilak sought to unite the Indian population for mass political action throughout his life. 
• For this to happen, he believed there needed to be a comprehensive justification for anti-British pro-

Hindu activism.
• Hee named this call to activism karma-yoga or the yoga of action.
• In his interpretation, the Bhagavad Gita reveals this principle in the conversation between Krishna and 

Arjuna when Krishna exhorts Arjuna to fight his enemies (which in this case included many members of 
his family) because it is his duty. 

• In Tilaks opinion, the Bhagavad Gita provided a strong justification of activism. 
• However, this conflicted with the  mainstream exegesis of the text at the time which was predominated 

by renunciate views and the idea of acts purely for God. 



4.Books:

• In 1903, Tilak wrote the book "The Arctic Home in the Vedas". 
• In it, he argued that the Vedas could only have been composed in the Arctics, and the Aryan bards 

brought them south after the onset of the last ice age. 
• He proposed a new way to determine the exact time of the Vedas.
• In "The Orion", he tried to calculate the time of the Vedas by using the position of different Nakshatras.
• The positions of the Nakshtras were described in different Vedas.
• Tilak wrote "Shrimadh Bhagvad Gita Rahasya" in prison at Mandalay – the analysis of 'Karma Yoga' in 

the Bhagavad Gita, which is kown to be a gift of the Vedas and the Upanishads
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5.Social contributions:

• Further information: Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav and Kesari (newspaper)
• Statue of Tilak near Supreme Court of Delhi
• Tilak started two weeklies, Kesari ("The Lion") in Marathi and Mahratta in English (sometimes 

referred as 'Maratha' in Academic Study Books) in 1880–81 with Gopal Ganesh Agarkar as the first 
editor

• By this he was recognized as 'awakener of India', as Kesari later became a daily and continues 
publication to this day.

• In 1894, Tilak transformed the household worshipping of Ganesha into a grand public event 
(Sarvajanik Ganeshotsav).

• The celebrations consisted of several days of processions, music, and food.
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6.Descendants:

• Tilak's son, Shridhar campaigned for social reforms in late 1920s with Dr. Ambedkar. 
• Both were leaders of the multi-caste Samata sangh.
• Shridhar's son, Jayantrao Tilak (1921–2001) was editor of the Kesari newspaper for many years. 
• Jayantrao was also a politician from the Congress party.
• He was a member of the Parliament of India representing Maharashtra in the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of 

the Indian Parliament.
• He was also a member of the Maharashtra Legislative Council.
• Rohit Tilak, a descendant of Bal Gangadhar Tilak, is a Pune-based Congress party politician..

• In 2017, a woman with whom he had an extra-marital affair accused him of rape and other crimes. 
• He is currently out on bail in connection with these charges
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7.Significant of tilak:

• Bal Gangadhar Tilak, called “Maker of Modern India” by Mahatma Gandhi and “Father of the 
Indian Revolution” by Jawaharlal Nehru, helped lay the foundation for Indian swaraj (self-rule). 

• He introduced Hindu symbolism and Maratha traditions into the nationalist movement, initiated 
the passive resistance that later characterized Gandhi’s noncooperation program (satyagraha), 
and headed the Lucknow Pact.
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8.Death of Bala gangadhara tilak:

• Bal Gangadhar Tilak, the foremost leader of India's freedom struggle before the advent of the Mohandas 
Karamchand Gandhi era, breathed his last, after a brief illness, in Bombay in the early hours of August 1, 1920. 

• He was 64. Destiny snatched him away at a relatively young age.
• A grief-stricken Gandhi wrote in Young India on August 4, 1920: “A giant among men has fallen. 
• The voice of the lion is hushed…His patriotism was a passion with him. 
• He knew no religion but love of his country. 
• He was a born democrat. …He had an iron will, which he used for his country.
• His life was an open book.
• His private life was spotlessly clean.
• No man preached the gospel of Swaraj with the consistency and the insistence of Lokmanya.
• ” He had unbounded love for the country; let us, too, cultivate the same love for it in our hearts and, to the best of our 

ability, be daily more devoted to National service”.
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